Art. IV.?ON EPILEPSY.
{Continued from page 51.) VII. How is Epilepsy distinguished from other Affections??The characters of epilepsy are in general so well marked and distinctive that there is no difficulty in the diagnosis. It may he confounded with eclampsia, of which it may he considered a chronic form?its termination, or recurrence as a chronic affection, will sufficiently distinguish it. From hysteria, epilepsy is distinguished by the total loss of consciousness during the attack, which is never met with in hysterical patients, and by the more regular convulsive action in hysteria, by its mode of . accession, and by the circumstances as to age, sex, &c., of the patient.
In apoplexy, there is little or no convulsion, and though there is complete unconsciousness, there is none of that embarrassment of the circulation and respiration, which is so characteristic of the epileptic seizure.
For the distinction between epilepsy and the simulated affection, we refer to systematic writers 011 the subject; sensibility to pain, or the action of the pupil when exposed to sudden light, will in general be sufficient tests.
VIII. Prognosis.?From what has been already stated, it will readily be concluded that the prognosis of epilepsy is most serious, and fully justifies the forcible remarks of Georget: " Epilepsy is one of the most horrible of diseases, it shortens life, it kills occasionally in one attack, it finishes ordinarily by degrading and annihilating the intellect, it excludes the sufferer from society, and renders his life insupportable." The opinions given upon its curability are most strikingly at variance with each other, even from the highest authorities. We will quote a few of these by way of illustration.
Hippocrates We regret that our limits compel us to be thus fragmentary in our hints on treatment. We leave the subject with a firm persuasion that much may still be done in this intractable disease, by a careful application of a rational system of treatment, founded upon the principles laid down?and with a full conviction that earnest observation and patient inquiry will, in this and all other sciences, compel nature to an answer, and ultimately force her to reward her faithful votaries by the revelation of her long-cherished secrets.
Since the preceding article has been in print we have received M. Delasiauve's recent treatise on Epilepsy, and this we will now proceed to notice in a sequel, rather than that our readers should not be at once acquainted with it.
The position occupied by this author, the numerous cases upon which his observations are founded, and the evident care and pains adopted to obtain correct deductions from accurate observations, make the statements contained in this work of great value?and even those from which we are compelled to dissent have their own peculiar worth in another respect, which we shall afterwards notice.
The first point worthy of specification is with regard to the division of epileptic attacks into the major and minor kinds. One author very properly and accurately defines the differences between the slightest possible kind (absence), the second (vertige), the third (acces intermediaires), and the fourth (chutes?attaques ou acces complets). The symptoms are well drawn, but we think that it is an error to consider the last form alone as the type of the disease when confirmed and fully established. We We cannot better conclude our remarks than by the closing paragraph of M. Herpin's inti'oductory chapter:?
" Of the hundred thousand physicians who practise their art in Europe, let but one tenth?one hundredth, devote but a minute fraction of their time, to observe conscientiously, to note exactly, and to review methodically, the results ? * * * * and it will require comparatively but a few years to elevate a magnificent monument which neither the efforts of sectaries nor the wear of ages can injure. Each generation will add to it its own work, but it will respect that of its predecessors, and the edifice will gain in grandeur, and lose nothing of its solidity or harmony of proportion."
